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Architect/Landscape Architect
Company Name: Gillespies 
Contact Name: Armel Mourgue
Address: 1 St John’s Square, London, UK
Telephone No: +44 (0)207 253 2929
Mobile No: +44 (0)7885 557 920
Email:  Armel.Mourgue@gillespies.co.uk

Main Contractor
Company Name: Careys
Contact Name: Christopher Wilson
Address: Carey House, Great Central Way, 
Wembley HA9 0HR
Telephone No: +44 (0) 20 8900 0221
Mobile No: +44 (0)7764968024
Email: Christopher.Wilson@careysplc.co.uk

Principal Stone Contractor
Company Name: Careys
Contact Name: Christopher Wilson
Address: Carey House, Great Central Way, 
Wembley HA9 0HR
Telephone No: +44 (0) 20 8900 0221
Email: Christopher.Wilson@careysplc.co.uk 

Building Owner
Company Name: Lendlease
Contact Name: Kristy Lansdown
Address: 20 Triton Street, Regent’s Place, 
London, NW1 3BF
Telephone No: +44 (0)20 3430 9000
Mobile No: +44 (0)7841 476673
Email: Harriet.Sutton@lendlease.com

Site Visit Contact
Company Name: Lendlease
Contact Name: Harriet Sutton
Address: 20 Triton Street, Regent’s Place, 
London, NW1 3BF
Telephone No: +44 (0)20 3430 9000
Mobile No: +44 (0)7841 476673
Email: Harriet.Sutton@lendlease.com 

Water Feature Designer
Company: Mel Chantrey and The Fountain 
Workshop in collaboration with Gillespies
Contact Name: Mel Chantrey
Address: The Lead and Paint Mill, 
The Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent, ME4 4TZ
Telephone No: +44 (0) 1634 829820
Email: mel@fountains.co.uk

Lighting Designer
Company: Spiers Major
Contact Name: Justyna Ashcroft 
Address: 8 Shepherdess Walk
London,N1 7LB
Telephone No: +44 (0)20 7067 4700
Email: Justyna@smlightarchitecture.com

Softworks Contractor
Company Name: Willerbys
Contact Name: Jon Childs
Address: Bridge Nurseries, Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 6RN
Telephone No: +44 (0)1732 700646
Email: Jon.Childs@willerby-landscapes.co.uk

Stone Supplier 
Company Name: Hardscape
Contact Name: Asil Besim
Contact Email: ab@hardscape.co.uk  
Telephone No: +44 (0) 207 099 2500 
Address: 59 Warwick Way, Pimlico, 
London, SW1V 1QR 

 
Stone Name: Prima Porphyry 
Supplier Name: Stonegroup (Italian Quarry)
Contact Name: Flavio Filippi
Address:  Via Giuseppe Di Vittorio, 32/3 Lavis 
Trento Italy
Telephone No: +39 0461 24 33 99
Mobile No: +39 348 441 2340
Email: ff@stonegroup.it

Entry Form
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CATEGORY Landscape Category

PROJECT NAME Elephant Springs, Elephant Park

COMPLETION 3rd June 2021
ADDRESS Elephant Park, Elephant Rd, London SE17 

1UB
CLIENT Lendlease and Southwark Council
LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECT

Gillespies

WATER FEATURE 
DESIGNER

Gillespies in collaboration with Mel 
Chantrey and The Fountain Workshop

STONE 
SUPPLIER

Hardscape. Stone sourced from the 
Stonegroup Quarry in northern Italy.

PHOTOGRAPHY John Sturrock, Charles Emmerson
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Elephant Springs is a magnificent 420 sqm 
natural playscape located within Elephant Park, 
a new green space at the heart of Elephant 
Park, the £2.5bn revitalisation of Elephant & 
Castle by Lendlease and Southwark Council, 
which is setting a benchmark in city living. At 
2-acres, the Park is an inclusive and sustainable 
community space featuring expansive lawns, 
colourful rain gardens, a water playscape and 
walkways nestled within naturalistic planting.

The Park is a celebration of nature and a tribute to 
Elephant and Castle’s diverse population and existing 
ecology, offering everyone living or visiting the area 
unforgettable social and recreational experiences, and  
an opportunity to slow down and connect with nature. 

Elephant Springs feels like a natural part of the 
landscape, a rocky, watery landscape with multiple 
mounds, ravines and channels inspired by the natural 
world. Designed by Mel Chantrey and The Fountain 
Workshop in collaboration with Gillespies, Elephant 
Springs is constructed from 300 tonnes of colourful 
Prima Porphyry stone, an igneous rock formed 230 
million years ago, meticulously sourced by Hardscape 
from a family run quarry in the Albiano region of   
northern Italy. 

The colourful textured stone is layered to mimic 
2.3-metre-high rocky outcrops and completed with 
water streams, pumps, activated jets and slides, offering 
children an opportunity to play, learn and get lost in the 
wonder of nature and water.

Porphyry was chosen to create the topography of 
Elephant Springs because it naturally breaks away in 
large slabs in the quarry.  This means that it is the perfect 
material for building stepped landforms with a variety 
of different levels. It is also incredibly hard-wearing and 
has good slip-resistance when wet, and its texture and 
colouration establish a raw, rugged aesthetic like a rocky 
outcrop.
 The design development process was undertaken 
through hand sketches, specification requirements, CAD 
drawings and a ‘built to scale’ plasticine model created 
by Gillespies and artist Mel Chantrey. The model allowed 
the design team to test different ideas quickly and agree 
on changes to the rock forms and channels ahead of 
construction. This combined information formed the basis 
of the briefing pack for Hardscape who created detailed 

drawings and worked with the local quarry to source 
appropriate stone.  Due to Covid travel restrictions at the 
time the team had to adapt the planned process and use 
video calls to allow monitoring remotely.  

Stones were selected and assembled dry in a yard at the 
quarry to match the forms of the plasticine model and 
test the arrangement at full scale.  Gillespies and Mel 
Chantrey were then able to travel to the quarry and make 
changes to the mock-up, reselecting and fine tuning the 
stone positions until all were satisfied.  

Hardscape managed the prebuilt phase; primarily in Italy 
and gained sign-off and comment by the client team 
remotely using online digital 24-hour available viewing 
platforms. Hardscape then carefully documented and 
labelled the mock-up and deconstructed the materials to 
be rebuilt once they arrived at Elephant Park. Behind the 
scenes, Hardscape’s sister company IP Surfaces were 
involved in drilling, shaping and processing the underside 
of 2-4 tonne Prima Porphyry boulders to house the water 
fountain infrastructure.

On site the concrete foundations were poured, and the 
imported stone installed to match the mock-up layouts 
by Carey Contractors with Mel Chantrey based on-site to 
oversee the process and assist with problem solving in 
the stone layout, and Gillespies monitoring progress via 
regular site visits. Getting the levels millimetre-perfect 
was essential to achieving the right distribution of water 
in the stream beds and pools. 

Elephant Springs opened to the public in June 2021, 
providing a much-needed destination for play and 
essential human interaction within the city: an accessible 
and tactile space designed to delight, challenge and 
excite children and adults alike, where all the senses are 
simultaneously stimulated. 

Vintage water pumps, cascading water channels and 
motion activated water jets provide active fun and 
educational experiences for both children and adults. 
The playscape has been designed to encourage 
safe but adventurous play. The team undertook risk/
benefit analysis, assessing the design and adjusting 
to mitigate for dangerous risks, consulting with Rospa 
throughout the design process, during construction 
and at completion. The scheme was recently awarded 
‘Best Publicly Accessible Playground’ at the ROSPA 
Play Safety Awards, as well as the NLA Award for 
Placemaking. 
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With carefully arranged stone formations, hand laid with 
traditional artisan skills by a family of stonemasons, 
the space has been purposefully designed to provide 
a multifunctional and accessible experience for every 
visitor and has been fitted with seating perches and 
wheelchair ramps for disability access. As a day to night 
destination, Elephant Springs is transformed by dappled 
light projectors that enhance the multi-coloured porphyry 
formations of the natural play, creating drama and a 
unique sense of space. 

Neil Matthew, Senior Associate at Gillespies, said:
 
The entire water feature is constructed from porphyry 
stone imported from a family-run quarry in Italy. We 
looked at British alternatives, but porphyry has such a 
rich variety of colours which the water enhances further. 
It is extremely durable and it splits naturally to produce 
a riven finish with intrinsic anti-slip qualities. The use of 
this stone has created a unique and memorable space 
that is warm, inviting and reveals the best of porphyry’s 
natural colour and character. The space has received 
an enthusiastic reception, not least from the hoards of 
children who gather there to splash about and play in the  
summer months.

About Elephant Park
The £2.5bn Elephant Park regeneration project by 
Lendlease and Southwark Council will set a new 
standard in green city living, delivering around 
3000 new sustainable homes together with high-
quality workspaces, shops, cafés and restaurants. 
The development is arranged across five distinctive 
neighbourhoods and connected by 11-acres of high-
quality public realm, consisting of open green spaces, 
private gardens, tree-lined streets and a brand new 
central park.

Plasticine model of Elephant Park and Elephant Springs

Stone selection onsite in the quarry in northern Italy

Construction of Elephant Springs - March 2021
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Images of Elephant Springs

Elephant Springs sits at the centre of a two-acre green space known as Elephant Park. © John Sturrock/Gillespies
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Dappled lighting projections enhance the multi-coloured porphyry formations of the natural play. © Charles Emmerson

An intelligent lighting scheme by Speirs Major enhances reflections of the waterfalls and sculptural effects of the space, creating a 
dramatic after-dark experience. © Charles Emmerson
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Water pumps, cascading water channels and motion activated water jets provide active fun and educational experiences for both 
children and adults.  © John Sturrock / Gillespies



9Elephant Springs, Elephant Park

Water naturally rises from Elephant Springs’ rock formations and babbling brooks which resemble a prehistoric world where 
children can let their imaginations run wild.  © John Sturrock / Gillespies

The colourful stone is layered to mimic 2.3-metre-high rocky outcrops. The arranged stone formations were hand laid by a family 
of stonemasons. © John Sturrock / Gillespies
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Concept development

Early concept sketch showing the stone formation © Gillespies

Early concept sketch showing the stone formation © Gillespies
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Design exploration in SketchUp and Lumion

Early concept sketch showing the layout of Elephant Park with Elephant Springs at its centre © Gillespies

Early illustrative concept of Elephant Springs © Gillespies
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Drawings of Elephant Springs

Landscape masterplan showing the location of Elephant Springs within 
Elephant Park © Gillespies

Red Line Boundary
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Detailed plan showing layout of Elephant Springs © Gillespies
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Legend

Notes

1. Do not scale from this drawing, other than for Planning
purposes.

2. All dimensions to be checked on site by the contractor and
any discrepancies reported to the contract manager.

3.This document may be issued in an uncontrolled CAD
format to enable others to use it as background information to
make alterations and/or additions. In that instance the file will
be accompanied by a PDF version. It is for those making such
alterations and additions to ensure that they make use of
current background information.

4. Gillespies LLP accepts no liability for any such alterations
or additions to the background information or arising out of
changes to background information which occur prior to
alterations of additions being made.

5.0 Drawings to be read in conjunction with Gillespies
specification 305215-LA01-EP02-90-SP-00-501
5.1 Refer to Buro Happold specification
305215-IF00-EP02-SP-00-0D-20
5.2 Paving details - Refer to Buro Happold drawing
305215-IF00-EP02-97-DT-00-231 for joint layout + details.
5.3 Drainage details and levels including manholes - Refer to
Buro Happold drawings: 305215-IF00-EP02-95-PL-00-321,
322, 323 & Details: 305215-IF00-EP02-95-DT-00-341, 342,
343, 362
5.4 Kerb details - Refer to Buro Happold drawing
305215-IF00-EP02-97-DT-00-232
5.5 Foundation details - Refer to Buro Happold drawing
305215-IF00-EP02-10-DT-00-851
5.6 Refer to Buro Happold specification
305215-IF00-EP02-SP-00-0D-20 for pavement build ups &
foundation.

6.0 Refer to Speirs + Major's Lighting specification
305215-SP00-EP02-98-SP-00-201
6.1 Lighting details - Refer to Speirs + Major drawings:
305215-SP00-EP02-98-PL-00-001 and 002 (General
arrangement plans) 305215-SP00-EP02-98-DT-00-011, 012,
013, 014, 015, 016, 017, 018, 019, 020, 021, 022, 023
6.2 Refer to Michael Grubb Studio's Lighting drawing :
305215-SP01-RE03-98-PL-00-001(General arrangement plan)

7.0 Signage details and locations - Refer to CityID drawings
and specification. 

8.0 Refer to 305215-LA01-EP02-90-PL-00-114 for phasing
and extent of landscape works.

9.0 Hatches are illustrative. For paving directions refer to
paving setting-out drawings.

RCBYC00 31/01/20For Construction

NOTE : Plan to be read in conjunction with Park Water Feature Stone Thickness Plan 305215-LA01-EP02-99-PL-00-126
and Park Water Feature Stone Colour Plan 305215-LA01-EP02-99-PL-00-128.

RCBYC01 13/03/20For Construction

RCBYC02 19/03/20For Construction
RCBYC03 24/06/20For Construction

RCBYC04 10/07/20For Construction

C05

C05

C05

C05

C05

RCBYC05 15/09/20For Construction: S33 Stone Seatings updated.

Stone selection plan for Elephant Springs water feature © Gillespies
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Scale 1: 10 @A1
F46 and F47 - Water Feature Porphyry Stones and Stepping Stones - PLAN01

370

Scale 1: 10 @A1
F46 Water Feature Porphyry Stones - SECTION02

370 Scale 1: 10 @A1
F47 Water Feature Porphyry Stepping Stones - SECTION03

370

C00 BY 15/01/20For Construction RC
T00 BY 15/11/19For Tender RC

NOTE:
ALL FOUNDATIONS WITHIN RPA TO BE COORDINATED
WITH ARBORICULTURIST`S TREE ROOTS RADAR
RESULTS AND WITH ENGINEER`S DETAILS AND
SPECIFICATION.

F46 - F47

Location Plan

RCBYC01 Construction Update 31/01/20

Notes

1. Do not scale from this drawing, other than for Planning
purposes.

2. All dimensions to be checked on site by the contractor and
any discrepancies reported to the contract manager.

3.This document may be issued in an uncontrolled CAD
format to enable others to use it as background information to
make alterations and/or additions. In that instance the file will
be accompanied by a PDF version. It is for those making such
alterations and additions to ensure that they make use of
current background information.

4. Gillespies LLP accepts no liability for any such alterations
or additions to the background information or arising out of
changes to background information which occur prior to
alterations of additions being made.

5.0 Drawings to be read in conjunction with Gillespies
specification 305215-LA01-EP02-90-SP-00-501
5.1 Refer to Buro Happold specification
305215-IF00-EP02-SP-00-0D-20
5.2 Paving details - Refer to Buro Happold drawing
305215-IF00-EP02-97-DT-00-231 for joint layout + details.
5.3 Drainage details and levels including manholes - Refer to
Buro Happold drawings: 305215-IF00-EP02-95-PL-00-321,
322, 323 & Details: 305215-IF00-EP02-95-DT-00-341, 342,
343, 362
5.4 Kerb details - Refer to Buro Happold drawing
305215-IF00-EP02-97-DT-00-232
5.5 Foundation details - Refer to Buro Happold drawing
305215-IF00-EP02-10-DT-00-851
5.6 Refer to Buro Happold specification
305215-IF00-EP02-SP-00-0D-20 for pavement build ups &
foundation.

6.0 Refer to Speirs + Major's Lighting specification
305215-SP00-EP02-98-SP-00-201
6.1 Lighting details - Refer to Speirs + Major drawings:
305215-SP00-EP02-98-PL-00-001 and 002 (General
arrangement plans) 305215-SP00-EP02-98-DT-00-011, 012,
013, 014, 015, 016, 017, 018, 019, 020, 021, 022, 023
6.2 Refer to Michael Grubb Studio's Lighting drawing :
305215-SP01-RE03-98-PL-00-001(General arrangement plan)

7.0 Signage details and locations - Refer to CityID drawings
and specification. 

8.0 Refer to 305215-LA01-EP02-90-PL-00-114 for phasing
and extent of landscape works.

9.0 Hatches are illustrative. For paving directions refer to
paving setting-out drawings.

C02

RCLWC02 Construction Update 13/03/20

Detailed sections of the water feature porphyry stones at Elephant Springs © Gillespies




